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Introduction
The Sixth Form at St Mary's provides a warm, friendly and supportive atmosphere in which students can
thrive both academically and personally. Our high expectations of conduct, politeness, respect and
appearance benefit the whole school community, allowing students to concentrate fully on achieving their
best whilst feeling secure and valued.
Sixth Formers are treated as young adults and are given increasing amounts of responsibility. They are
encouraged to offer care and service to each other, to the school and to the wider community. Likewise,
their tutors and teachers offer a great deal of support and guidance; they take a keen interest in student
welfare and provide strong pastoral care. Links with parents are considered to be of the utmost
importance.
A large proportion of places are taken up by some of our own Year 11 but we welcome enquiries from
outside applicants for the remaining places. Students joining us from other schools tell us each year how
quickly they settle into the school and how welcoming they find our Sixth Form. We, in turn, value the
contribution made by students from other schools.
Academically, St Mary’s has a great deal to offer. Our specialism is the provision of a wide range of welltaught A levels and Level 3 qualifications. We are proud of our excellent standard of teaching across all
subjects. Our professional, dedicated and hardworking staff, consistently encourage and guide students
of all ability into achieving their very best academically. In turn, we expect the highest levels of effort,
commitment and achievement from our students. The school’s excellent examination success is well
known.
In addition to the academic achievements of our students, we place great emphasis on enhancing
personal development. Opportunities abound for students to meet new people, build confidence and
broaden their experiences. We actively encourage all sixth formers to take on responsibilities, form
interest groups and become involved in the many projects on offer. Students in the Sixth Form offer a
great deal of service to the school, their parishes and communities, thereby developing a sensitivity to
others, improved communication skills, qualities of leadership and a promotion of British values. The
school offers a wide range of cultural and sporting activities. Student groups and societies are formed to
pursue many different interests, and meaningful work experience is encouraged.
If you feel that St Mary’s offers the right environment in which to continue your studies, we look forward
to discussing this with you.

Mr C Bradley
Assistant Headteacher - Sixth Form
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MISSION STATEMENT

Live, Love and Learn in the Light of Christ

Christ is at the very heart of all that St Mary’s Catholic High School is and does.
The ethos of our school which is expressed in liturgical prayer, assemblies and the teaching of religious
education is fundamental to who we are. The vision of our school is that we should be a community of
faith in which we share together joys and hopes; grief and anxieties. The ‘M’ at the centre of the badge
shows that Mary, mother of Jesus, walks with us along the road of discipleship.
At St Mary’s we want to ensure that the four elements of discipleship
1.
2.
3.
4.

Personal prayer and a sense of personal morality
Social justice
Generosity of heart and spirit
Participation in a worshipping community

permeate every aspect of our life, as they were clearly seen in the life of Jesus. We strive to integrate the
Christian faith into every aspect of human life.
The Chaplaincy works with the RE Department to provide a religious education which comprehensively
and systematically studies the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the lives of the Saints and the
relationship between faith and life - all of which is integrated into every aspect of the curriculum and life
of the school, as well as being adapted to the age and ability of the pupils.
We see our role as helping in the Church’s mission of making Christ known to all people.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
All pupils are expected to follow a programme of Religious Education which includes a variety of
opportunities for learning about and from religion whilst being offered opportunities for spiritual growth
through experiencing various forms of prayer and liturgy. Religious Studies is offered for A Level study
whilst all other students at KS5 take a course for one hour per week.
The School arranges Sixth Form residential retreats. Pupils are encouraged to take an active role in
Assemblies and Liturgies. Various Catholic advisory bodies are invited to school for talks and discussions
with pupils. The local clergy visit the school regularly and once a week provide an opportunity for a
voluntary Mass or Liturgy. Pupils are encouraged to join the Diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes.
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Subjects on Offer
A level or BTEC Level 3 is available in each of the following:
Art and Design
Biology
Business
Chemistry
Design and Technology: Product Design
Drama and Theatre Studies
Economics
English Language
English Literature
Geography
Health & Social Care (BTEC Level 3 double award)
History
Information Technology (BTEC Level 3)
Mathematics & Further Mathematics
Modern Foreign Languages (French, German & Spanish)
Music
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Religious Studies (Philosophy and Ethics)
Sociology

GCSE Subjects
Mathematics and English are available as re-sit GCSE qualifications. Everyone who has not gained a grade
4 or above in either of these subjects will be asked to re-sit in Sixth Form.

Other Courses
We offer the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) which is worth half an A level.
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Building a Programme from the A Levels/BTEC Level 3s
Students are encouraged to study a broad range of subjects.

We recommend the following guidelines based on GCSE results:



Students with a mixture of 9 to 4 grades:
will choose three full A level subjects only. This advice is based on our belief that it is better for the
student to succeed highly in three subjects than to do moderately well in four. A broader
programme would be constructed with the addition of Core Religious Education, Extended Project
Qualification, MOOCS and relevant work experience.



Students achieving all grade 9 passes:
could follow four full subjects. However, all universities offer on the basis of just 3 subjects. As such
we do not recommend students taking 4 subjects.
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Choice of Subjects and your Application Form
Bear in mind that most universities will still be basing entry requirements on A level qualifications in three
subjects or BTEC pathways. Whilst we always try to construct the subject timetable options around
student choice, we cannot guarantee that every available combination of subjects will be satisfied.
However because of our approach, our wide range of subjects and our size of entry, we do have an
excellent record of meeting the overwhelming majority of student choices. When filling in your application
form, indicate clearly your subjects in order of priority.

How to Make Your Choice


Read the Prospectus in detail - Discuss it with your parents.



Discuss your choices with family and friends



Seek advice from subject teachers - If you wish to study A levels/BTECs, ask the subject teacher
if this is a suitable choice for you in their subject.



Talk to your form tutors - Ask them about your general choices and in particular, your mix of
subjects.



If you have a particular university course or career in mind check with the careers staff or UCAS
Co-ordinator to see if you need particular A level/BTEC subjects. Look on the UCAS website –
www.ucas.com and on Unifrog



Come to special events such as the Post 16 Evening in November - The dates are in the school diary
and on the website.
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SUBJECTS IN ST MARY’S CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
SIXTH FORM

The following pages describe the subjects on offer at A level
and BTEC Level 3 at St Mary’s.
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ART & DESIGN
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Mr C Longmuir

Introduction
This course enables you to develop your independence and creativity to the very highest level.
You start with a free choice project based on a list of possible starting points and you produce
visual evidence using a broad, diverse and rich variety of artistic processes including drawing,
painting, photography, digital, clay and installation art. You benefit from the guidance of two
teachers who are very experienced at this level and give challenging exercises and individual
support. This project is continuously assessed to give you a clear indication of your standard and
potential. You are not submitted for examined entry at AS level, the two projects are to develop
skills and understanding beyond GCSE level.
The A level course begins with a ‘Personal Investigation’ Project which is initiated with a research
trip to London, followed by life drawing, and landscape based workshops. You then create your
own project that evolves from your research. Again, continuous assessment will ensure that you
are fully informed of your progress at all times, which enables reviewing and refining to occur to
ensure that you are performing as highly as possible. The External Assignment Project begins on
February 1st and is completed just before study leave after Easter.
Career Options
Subject Combinations:
Victoria Yeh, final piece, A level Personal Investigation
Project 2018
Computer game
Art, physics, maths –
designer
BA(hons) Architecture.
Fashion designer
Art, geography –BA (hons)
Architect
Landscape Architecture
Special effects
Art BA(hons) – Art Therapy
artist
Art BA(hons) - MSc Forensic
Art therapist
& Medical Artist
Film editor
Art, English Language - BA
Cinematographer
(hons) Games Designing.
Illustrator
Automotive
designer
Landscape architect
Desktop publisher.
CTURE
Assessment
The work you produce is assessed continuously using the exam board marking criteria so you
know where you are and what you need to do to improve or maintain your standard. You can
quickly improve your art and have it re-marked. The work will also provide evidence for the four
assessment objectives.

Grade Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Art.
What our students say:
‘I really look forward to my Art lessons, doing something creative and something different from
all my other A levels’.
‘It was great getting our levels assessed regularly as we knew where we were and what we needed
to do to improve’
‘I checked and Oxford said that art was a good subject for a course in geography’
"The people who will succeed in more expensive labour markets like the U.S. will be those who can think creatively
and generate the IDEAS that will propel economic growth." Vivek Ranadivé
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BIOLOGY
Exam Board: EDUQAS

Head of Department: Mr C Atkinson

Introduction
Students will study the following topics during the course which aims to stimulate students' interest in
and enjoyment of the study of the biological sciences. It forms a good basis for further study and
employment.
A Level subject content
Basic Biochemistry – enzymes – cell structure – transport across cell membranes – nucleic acids and
protein synthesis – cell division – adaptations for gas exchange in plants and animals – classification and
biodiversity – adaptations for transport in plants and animals – adaptations for nutrition.
Reproduction in flowering plants and humans – population size and ecosystems – human impact on the
environment – importance of ATP and biochemistry of respiration and photosynthesis – inheritance –
variation and evolution – microbiology – homeostasis and the kidney – applications of reproduction and
genetics – the nervous system – optional topic: Immunology and disease/human musculoskeletal
anatomy or neurobiology and behaviour.
Career Options
There are a huge range of
the future, working to produce new
possibilities: Sports Scientist,
and innovative technologies and
Physiotherapist, Food
preparing us for the impact and
Technologist, Nutritionist,
consequences of climate change.
Biotechnologist, Botanist,
The Royal Society of Biology
Horticulturalist, Dietician,
website will give you lots of ideas
Microbiologist, Teacher,
and additional information:
Physiologist, Toxicologist,
http://www.rsb.org.uk/careersand
Biochemist, Doctor,
cpd/careers
Pathologist, Nurse, Zoologist,
Subject Combinations:
Ecologist, Marine Biologist,
Biology combines well with other
Museum Curator,
sciences, Geography and
Conservationist, Vet, and
Mathematics. Past students would
Primatologist. Biologists also
strongly recommend it in
have a vital role to play in exciting developments for
preparation for a medical degree.
Assessment
There are three two hour written exams each forming 33⅓% of the total mark. Each paper is made up of
a range of short and longer structured questions with a choice of one from two essays.
There is also a non- exam assessment of practical competency. This will take the form of a series of
practicals carried out throughout the two years. It does not contribute to the final grade.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Biology (Triple Science) or grade 6-6 or above in GCSE
Combined Science.
Other requirements: All applicants must also achieve at least grade 5 in Mathematics but it is
recommended that a student should have at least grade 6 to be confident that they can access the
course fully.
Other requirements:
A plain white laboratory coat (made from heavy duty cotton or cotton/polyester mix) for practical
work.
A large part of the Ecology component will be taught on a residential field course. Attendance on
this is therefore compulsory.
What our students say:
“It gives lots of different skills: essay writing, analytical, applying knowledge. Covers a wide range of
interesting topics”
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BUSINESS
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Mr N Cutts

Introduction
The syllabus investigates the principles which underlie the key areas of business activity and the
application of those principles to the management decision making processes of organisations.
Consequently there is a concentration on management skills and problem solving techniques in the
themes which constitute the subject matter:
A Level Content (Year 1):
 What is business?
 Managers, leadership and decision making
 Decision making to improve marketing, operational, financial and human resource performance
A Level Content (Year 2):
 Analysing the strategic position of the business
 Choosing strategic direction
 Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies
 Managing strategic change
Career Options
This subject obviously
leads on to relevant
courses in Business and
Management Studies,
Accounting, Economics,
Languages, Law etc. in
higher education. In
employment it is
relevant to careers in
management in any field
of industry or
commerce, the
professions, the health
service, education etc.

Subject Combinations:
A level Business combines well with
most subjects and it can be used to
take you into business or retail
careers in other areas.
For example if you plan to go into
Fashion Marketing, you might
combine Business with Textiles.

Assessment
A level – three papers with a mixture as above with short answer questions, a case study and essay
questions.

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or above across a range of at least 3 GCSE subjects and prefer at least
grade 5 in English or Mathematics GCSE.
What our students say:
“Business is my favourite subject. It has opened my eyes to the complications of running a business and
how these are overcome. It also gives me a better understanding of how the world works and many
transferrable skills.”
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CHEMISTRY
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Dr D Norton

Introduction
Chemistry is, in part, a conceptual subject providing intellectual challenges at many levels. Chemistry of
course is also an experimental science and a range of practical exercises is carried out throughout the
course to illustrate the various aspects studied and to develop your practical skills.
A-Level Chemistry is divided into three main areas:
Organic Chemistry picks up from GCSE Chemistry and develops the Chemistry of carbon and its
compounds. Carbon is unique amongst the elements in the enormous range of compounds it forms with
amazingly diverse properties. Plastics, medicines, petroleum and living systems are all based upon the
Chemistry of carbon.
Inorganic Chemistry is the study of the other elements in the Periodic Table. Individual elements are not
studied to any great extent. Instead, trends and patterns of behaviour amongst groups of elements are
studied.
Physical Chemistry lays a foundation for the other two areas and focuses on the structure of the atom,
chemical bonding between atoms and the attractive forces between particles. The energy changes
associated with chemical reactions are also an important aspect of Physical Chemistry. A good
understanding of basic mathematics is essential.
Career Options
you have the qualities to
Many of our past students
succeed in both scientific and
have successfully chosen
non-scientific careers.
career paths that require
You can find out much more
a chemical qualification
from the Royal Society of
including medical, dental,
Chemistry website at
veterinary science,
http://www.rsc.org/gateway/su
biological sciences,
bject/careers
material sciences and
Subject Combinations:
pharmacy. But in the
Chemistry combines well with
st
rapidly changing 21
other sciences and mathematics.
century, a chemistry
It is essential to careers in
qualification can take you
medicine and veterinary
Anywhere, and demonstrates
medicine.
Assessment
A level assessment consists of three examination papers with a mixture of multiple choice, short and long
answer questions. Your practical skills will also be assessed in the examination, with questions about
practical activities you have carried out over the two year course.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Chemistry (Triple Science) or grade 65 or above in
GCSE Combined Science.
Other requirements: All applicants must also achieve at least grade 5 in Mathematics but it is
recommended that a student should have at least grade 6 to be confident that they can access the
course fully.
What our students say:
“I find Chemistry challenging but really interesting. It is taught in a clear and interesting way here (which is
great for me). I want to study Chemistry for a degree because I want to go into medical industries, particularly
those that are involved with the treatment of cancer.”
“I have always liked Sciences, the theory and the practicals, and Chemistry has always been my favourite. A
level Chemistry goes into much more depth in the theory but the practicals are still really important. I enjoyed
the visit to the labs of Sheffield University to make Paracetamol.”
“I love it because I have two inspiring teachers.”
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN
Exam Board: EDEXCEL
Head of Department: Mr C Foletti
Introduction
This Course Promotes:








Enjoyment of design and make activities
Innovative response to design challenges
Awareness of design thinking and technological concepts
Understanding and hands-on of experience of materials
Involving students’ interests
Understanding the social implications of design and technology
Use of students’ perception, sensitivity and aesthetic judgment

Career Options
 Entry qualification
for
university courses
 Designing
 Architecture
 Engineering
 Many other related careers

most

1.
1.
Subject Combinations:
Design Technology can provide variety in your programme because it gives you a very different
experience from most other A levels through the design project and coursework elements. It combines
well with Physics and Mathematics for Architecture and Design Careers.
Assessment
This as a 2 year A level qualification. In Year, 13 students will produce a NEA (Non-Examined Assessment)
project worth 50% of the A level and an exam, also worth 50%. Students will design and make a product
of their choice for the NEA.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above GCSE in a Design and Technology related course with at least
Grade 6 in Mathematics and English.
What our students say:
“The great thing about this subject is the combination of creative design, interesting theory and practical
projects. I really like having 50% coursework and producing a portfolio. The atmosphere in the
department is superb, all of us focussing on really diverse projects within a really positive department.”
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DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES
Exam Board: AQA Head of Department: Ms R Brownsword
Introduction
"Drama" refers to written texts intended for performance, as well as to original work devised in practical workshop
conditions.
"Theatre" refers to a complete audience centred experience which integrates actors' performance with
production elements.
The course is designed to:
 encourage students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of drama and theatre, through experience
as audience members and through the development of their own dramatic and theatrical skills.
 encourage students' knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural contexts of drama and theatre
through detailed study of dramatic texts in their context, and of the work of prescribed theatre practitioners.
 develop students' ability to respond critically and sensitively to a range of drama texts and to theatre in
performance through studying and attending theatrical performances of drama written in different periods,
in different styles and with different aims.
Career Options
Subject Combinations:
Career opportunities for
students who study A level This A level combines well with most
Drama and Theatre Studies other subjects to give you a variety of
include:
Arts/theatre experiences in your programme. It
administration,
art combines naturally with English
journalism, director, actor, Literature because of its study of
designer, playwright, stage texts.
management,
theatre
management,
theatrical
agent, technician, broadcasting, media presenting, education, drama
therapy and scriptwriting. They will also learn a great number of
transferable skills that can be applied to a vast range of fields of work.
Assessment
Component 1: Drama and Theatre
Component 2: Devised Theatre
Component 3: Performance of
Plays
You will...
You will…
You will…
Study two set plays and
Work in a group to create a piece of
Study a theatre practitioner
demonstrate your knowledge and
original theatre.
and apply their work to
understanding through your
perform three extracts from
directorial and performance ideas.
three different plays.
You will also...
Analyse and evaluate live theatre
You will also…
You will also…
you have seen.
Produce a working note book
Write a reflective report
evaluating the devising process.
analysing your interpretation
of each extract.
How is this assessed?
How is this assessed?
How is this assessed?
3 hour written exam
Recording of performance
Visiting examiner
80 marks
60 marks
60 marks
40% A-Level
30% A-Level
30% A-Level
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Drama.
Other requirements: They must have experience of performing in and attending live theatre. The ability to work
co-operatively with others is of paramount importance. Self-discipline and commitment to extra rehearsals are
vital requirements.
What our students say:
“I love the combination of really interesting theory and analysis, with practical and creative performance work.
We also get to see lots of plays!”
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ECONOMICS
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Mr N Cutts

Introduction
Economics studies the way in which scarce resources are allocated to meet the demands made upon
them by individuals, businesses and governments. The subject attempts to develop economic theories in
order to help us understand how the UK and international economy works today. The themes are:A Level Content (Year 1):
A Level Content (Year 2):
The operation of markets and market failure
Individual, firms, markets and market failure
 Economic methodology and the economic
 Individual economic decision making
problem
 Perfect
competition,
imperfectly
 Price determination in a competitive
competitive markets and monopoly
market
 The labour market
 Production, costs and revenue
 The distribution of income and wealth:
 Competitive and concentrated markets
poverty and inequality
 The market mechanism, market failure and The national and international economy
government intervention in markets
 Financial markets and monetary policy
The national economy in a global context
 Fiscal policy and supply-side policies
 The measurement of macroeconomic
performance
 How the macro economy works: the
circular flow of income, AD/AS analysis,
and related concepts
 Economic performance
 Macroeconomic policy
The Founder of Free Market economics and his
famous book ‘The Wealth of Nations’.
Career Options
The opportunities are varied and a qualification is relevant to most career areas but it is directly relevant
to Management, Banking, Accountancy, Sales, Marketing, Business Administration, and most aspects of
commercial life.
Subject Combinations:
Economics combines with many subjects but it does relate particularly well with Mathematics (and
Further Mathematics). It relates well to Geography.
Assessment
A level – three papers with a mixture as above plus case study questions and essay questions.
Entry Requirements: Prefer Grade 6 or above in GCSE English and Mathematics.
Other requirements: The course demands a high level of ability in both verbal and numerical reasoning.
Economics can be studied to degree level at University in its own right, or in conjunction with
Accountancy, Commerce, Business Studies, Geography, etc. At A level there are suitable links with a
number of other discipline areas, including Mathematics.
What our students say:
“Economics is a really well taught and interesting subject at St Mary’s. It encompasses a deeper
understanding of everyday life and economic behaviour, making the whole economic process more
clear.”
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Mr J Cox

Introduction
The current A-Level English Language course aims to combine learning
about the nature and functions of language, with the development of
a variety of different writing skills. The specification for English
Language at A-level is designed to engage students in a study of the
hidden depths and purposes of the English language at work in
everyday contexts. The course maintains a balance between
theoretical knowledge about language and practical investigation and
the further development of personal expertise in reading and writing.
There is one qualification offered. At A-level, students explore the
fundamental structures and functions of language within different
social contexts, and how language is affected by age, occupation, gender, region and social groups. Students then
explore how children learn language and how language changes over time, including the various debates
surrounding these issues.
Career Options
Subject Combinations:
This is a highly recommended
English Language combines well
academic subject, well-regarded by
with many subjects, including
universities and esteemed by
English Literature, Languages,
employers as an indication of
History, Sociology and Psychology.
linguistic competence and good
It is very useful for Education
communication and analytical skills. It
careers and therefore combines
is a challenging and rigorous course in
well with other National
its own right and it teaches skills vital
Curriculum subjects.
in many other subject areas. Career
prospects, therefore, are many and
varied.
Assessment
A-level consists of two written exams and one coursework unit. The exams are worth 40% each and the
coursework worth 20%.
 Paper 1: This is the study and comparison of language in an individual and societal context. This paper also
includes the study of the spoken and written language acquisition of children from 0 – 11 years.
 Paper 2: This unit explores language diversity in a discursive style; topics range from language and gender,
language and age, language and ethnicity and language change. An opinion column style article on one of these
issues is also a requirement of the paper.
Non-examined assessment This unit allows students to investigate and analyse language data independently and
then create their own persuasive, imaginative or informative text.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in both GCSE English Language and English Literature.
Other requirements: It is expected that students will have a real interest in writing, reading and debating language
as a whole subject area. Students will be expected to be able to work in groups and on their own.

What our students say:
“I have really enjoyed studying English Language for the past two years. It has given me valuable skills which I can
now take on to my English degree. I feel confident that these skills will also be useful in whatever career I go on
to take. English Language has been my favourite subject that I always looked forward to. It has not only made me
a more confident writer but has opened new doors for me. I have found new interests that I have been able to
develop over the past two years.”
"English Language at A-level is a great subject as it is unlike GCSE, and permits you to focus on a wider range of
topics including current concepts and issues." “A Level English Language is one of the most interesting subjects to
study. It is nothing like studying it at GCSE, as you learn about a much wider range of topics like gender, age and
occupation and you look at the reasons why certain language features are used in different contexts. It's much
more interesting than analysing texts in a booklet.”
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Mr J Cox

Introduction
The specification for English Literature aims to encourage students to develop as informed, independent readers
and critics of literary texts. This will be achieved through a course of wide and close reading.
The course maintains a balance between classic and modern literature of varying genres. Students should enjoy
all types of literature and be prepared to undertake a range of reading and writing tasks.
A-level Literature students are encouraged to read widely and independently, engage critically, develop their
knowledge of literary analysis and explore the contexts of the texts they study.
There is one qualification offered. The A-level enables students to explore the conventions of tragedy within
drama, prose and poetry, as well as investigating the contexts and critical viewpoints surrounding different texts.
Further topic areas include political and social protest writing, as well as independent coursework which allows
students to select two texts of their choice to investigate under a critical lens.
Career Options
Subject Combinations:
This is a highly-respected academic course which develops a challenging and English Literature combines well
enquiring mind, and the ability to think independently and critically. There with all A-levels. It relates strongly
are very many varied and excellent career opportunities with an advanced to History, English Language and
qualification in English Literature. English Language AND English Literature Theatre Studies especially, but it
may be selected as they are regarded by all universities as separate A-level is considered an excellent A-level
courses.
to have in any programme.
Assessment

A-level consists of two written exams and one coursework unit. The exams are worth 40% each and
the coursework worth 20%.
 Paper 1 explores Tragedy within Shakespeare, modern drama and prose, with writers such as
Miller and Hardy.
 Paper 2 Draws on student’s knowledge of studying political and social protest texts by Blake,
Atwood and Hosseini by also including an unseen text concerning the same anxieties and themes.
Non-examined assessment This unit allows students to produce a coursework portfolio which
demonstrates their own individual interests in any era or genre of poetry and prose. Two pieces are
required, each responding to a different text and linking to a different aspect of the Critical Anthology,
such as Marxist, Feminist, Post-Colonial or Eco-criticism.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in both GCSE English Language and English Literature.
Other requirements: Students should want to develop a real interest in literature and the capacity for
wide, independent reading of fictional, contextual and critical material.
What our students say:
“English Literature has helped me to view texts in an analytical way, to find hidden meanings you perhaps
wouldn’t see if you didn’t study and discuss the texts with a group of people. English Literature has opened my
eyes to the wide genre of texts in the world; it has made me read books that I never thought I would enjoy!”
"A-level English Literature is really interesting; it allows you to explore and analyse texts in depth and offer your
own opinions and interpretations on what they might mean.” “Studying English Literature at A Level is similar
to studying it at GCSE level, but I never expected that I would enjoy it even more due to having lots of time in
class to discuss ideas and interpretations of texts and studying books that are genuinely enjoyable.”
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GEOGRAPHY
Exam Board: OCR

Head of Department: Miss L Stones

Introduction
Our students follow the OCR specification. A level Geography builds on your GCSE experience in that it encourages
the enquiry approach that you have been familiar with, and it encourages critical thinking of a range of issues. An
exciting element of A level Geography is that it focuses on understanding the relationships between people and
their varied environments, and the questions, issues and problems which arise from these relationships.
AS and A Level Geography is a challenge to all students, an opportunity to develop skills for life in a constantly
changing world. It is exciting, demanding, relevant and worthwhile. It encourages students to wonder at, enjoy,
question, critically understand and fully participate in the changing world in which we live.
Knowledge, skills and understanding are closely linked, but the course covers a wide range of knowledge which
provides a useful background to life in today’s world. Generally speaking, the course can be divided into Natural
and Human Environment topics, with the emphasis on issues affecting the world at a range of scales.

Career Options

Subject Combinations:

There are many career
openings in a wide range of
areas eg information
technology, geographical
information systems, law,
market research, business and
management, cartography,
environmental management,
town planning etc.

Geography is an excellent
‘bridge’ subject with which to
broaden your field of study
since it can be combined
successfully with Arts and
Science subjects. There are
wide career prospects,
particularly when studied
alongside History, Economics
and sciences such as Biology
and Chemistry.

Assessment
Modern Geography is far from a study of world problems,
it is the opportunity to understand how natural and
human processes affect our world, understand the
impact of them on the environment and then make
informed decisions about how best to manage the future
of Planet Earth.
Fieldwork: Fieldwork is a fundamental part of the AS and
A level Geography course. In previous years A level
Geography students have taken part in fieldwork in North
Yorkshire, Holderness coast, and Iceland.
Additionally, part of the study now requires an
independent research project which includes individual
fieldwork to be analysed and interpreted within a written
report. This accounts for 25% of the final A level grade.

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Geography.
Other requirements: Students studying AS/A level Geography need to be aware that at least one
residential fieldwork course, as well as local fieldwork, will need to be undertaken to satisfy the
requirements of this course.
What our students say:
“This subject gives you a great understanding of the world and, in that sense, it is essential for all of us.
It is not just the physical geography, which helps me see how the world was formed, but the human
geography – how we have adapted to the world or changed it.”
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL DIPLOMA)
Exam Board: PEARSON Head of Department: Mrs J Abberley
Introduction
This qualification has been designed to account for two-thirds of a two-year, full-time study programme
for learners who are intending to go onto further study in a related sector, or who want to progress to
an apprenticeship or care related employment. It supports access to a range of higher education
courses if taken as part of a programme of study that includes another BTEC or A Level alongside it.
Eight units are studied over the two year course, including Human Lifespan Development, Working in
Health and Social Care, Promoting Public Health, and Psychological Perspectives.
Career Options
Subject Combinations
Once you've completed this
course successfully, you could
As the BTEC Diploma is a double
move on to a variety of higher
award, students would usually be
education courses within this
expected to take one other A
sector such as: Nursing,
level alongside this course.
Physiotherapy, Occupational
Therapy, Primary Education,
You can combine the Diploma
Social
Policy,
Paramedic
with any other A level, depending
Science, and Social Work.
on your GCSE grades and career
ambitions, but good
combinations might include
Sociology, Biology, English or
Psychology.
Alternatively you could progress to a higher education degree in a
different area, move onto an apprenticeship, or aim to find
employment in the Health and Social Care sector.
Assessment
The BTEC National diploma in Health and Social Care uses a combination of assessment styles over the
two year course:
Assignments - which can include research, projects, investigations and fieldwork. There are five
assignments during the course, and these are marked by your teachers.
Written exams – there are two written exams, each of which lasts one and a half hours. These are set
and marked by the exam board.
Tasks – thesse require students to apply their skills and knowledge to a real life scenario. There is one
task during the course, which is undertaken at a time decided by School. The task is set and marked by
the exam board.
Entry Requirements: Grade 4 or above in at least five GCSE subjects. Grade 5 or above in English and
an overall Merit in the BTEC First in Health and Social Care would be preferred.
What students say:
“I really enjoy Health and Social Care. I enjoy this course because I am interested in people and it
relates to my future plans to work with people”
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HISTORY
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Mrs A Jones

Introduction

The course consists of three units:
Component 1: Breadth Study
Russia in the Age of Absolutism and Enlightenment, 1682–1796.
The study of significant historical developments over a period of around 100 years by studying the
fascinating lives of Russian Rulers such as Peter the Great and Catherine the Great. This option allows
students to study how Russia went from being a backward, uncivilised country in 1696 to an advanced
and formidable European power by 1796.
Component 2: Depth Study
The English Revolution, 1625–1660
This option provides for the study in depth of the challenges faced by those in authority in the years
before, during and after the English Civil War. It explores concepts such as Divine Right; the execution of
Charles I and political and religious radicalism. It encourages an in-depth understanding of how England’s
government was shaped in this turbulent period of History.
Component 3: Historical investigation
A personal study of 6000 words based on the topic of Rebellion Under the Tudors, 1485-1603.
Career Options

Subject Combinations:

An A level in History demonstrates
the candidate's ability to sift,
organise and select relevant
material and then produce a
well-reasoned, logical analysis.
It is, therefore, an excellent
grounding for a career in law (solicitor/barrister),
accountancy, IT (growth area
for history graduates), industrial
management, librarianship, as
well as the more obviously
related opportunities for
teaching, museums and historical research.

History is an excellent
subject to include in
your programme
because of the wide
variety of skills
developed. EAIt relates
very well to English
Literature, Religious
Studies, Geography, but
many interested in
medicine combine it
with Chemistry and
Biology.

Assessment
Component 1: A Level assessed by a written exam of 2 hours 30 minutes. 40% of A level.
Component 2: A Level assessed by a written exam of 2 hours 30 minutes. 40% of A level.
Component 3: NEA: 20% of A Level.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE History and Grade 6 or above in English Literature,
English Language or Religious Studies.
What our students say:
“The study of history gives you an insight into what people were like, how they lived and how this relates
to me. I love visiting historic sites and imagining how society might have looked at different times in
history. I just find it fascinating.”
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (BTEC LEVEL 3)
Exam Board: EDEXCEL Head of Department: Mr S Gannon
Why choose Information Technology?
The digital age has opened up a world of exciting new opportunities and careers in the IT sector.
According to data by the Office of National Statistics, the number of digital businesses in the UK grew
nearly twice as much as other types of business between 2010 and 2015. The speed of this surge means
there is a major digital skills gap and an urgent need for skilled candidates to enter the IT sector.
A BTEC National in IT will provide you with a clear pathway to higher education, and give you the skills
you need to progress into a digital future, whether that be working in IT, or the Gaming industry, as a
Project Manager or a Social Media guru.
What could this qualification lead to?

What you will learn:

When taken alongside other Level 3 qualifications, including
BTEC Higher Nationals or A Levels in complementary or
contrasting subjects, such as Mathematics, Physics, Science,
Arts or Technology, the qualification gives learners the
opportunity to progress to a degree in an IT discipline or a
degree where IT related skills and knowledge may be
advantageous.
The qualification is aimed at progression to higher education
but also enables learners to develop knowledge and skills
needed for entry-level roles related to IT. These could include
vocational apprenticeship roles and trainee/entry-level
roles, such as roles in administration, help desk support, help
desk analysis, account management and customer service
support.

Topics you could study include:
• Information Technology Systems
• Using Social Media in Business
• IT Project Management
• The Internet of Things
• Cloud Storage and Collaboration Tools

Assessment
It is a different style of assessment, on-going and portfolio driven with much less focus on terminal
examinations. This will appeal to many students, especially with the new terminal examination focus of
A Levels. BTECs are based on regular assessment and coursework, so if pupils find traditional teaching
methods and exams difficult but still want to go on to further study, this may be a better option.
Students will have the opportunity to take the BTEC alongside A Level qualifications. This will give a
student a balance between qualifications assessed by exams.
Entry Requirements: Grade 4 or above in at least 5 GCSE subjects with preferably a grade 6 or above
in IT.
Who Is this qualification for?
This qualification is designed for learners who are interested in an introduction to the study of creating
IT systems to manage and share information, alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing
to a wide range of higher education courses, not necessarily in IT. Learners will develop a common core
of IT knowledge and study areas such as managing and processing data to support business and using IT
to communicate and share information.
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MATHEMATICS
Exam Board: EDEXCEL

Head of Department: Mr K O’Sullivan

Introduction

Students will study a mixture of pure mathematics, statistics and mechanics.
The pure mathematics involves a great deal of algebra. It introduces new topics such as calculus, vectors
and numerical methods. It also revises old favourites like trigonometry, functions and graph work. A
great deal of this work is used within Physics, Chemistry and Biology A levels.
The Statistics involves data analysis (including dealing with large data sets), probability, probability
distributions and their uses in society. Mechanics involves investigating static and moving objects using
Newton's Laws.

Career Options
A level Mathematics, rewarding in itself, is also a
cornerstone to most engineering, scientific and
numerate degrees such as Economics and Business
Studies.
Subject Combinations:
Many students take Mathematics with Biology and Chemistry as a basis for medical degrees. It is such
a widely recognised A level, however, that it is useful in any programme.

Assessment
At the end of Year13, three 2 hour examination papers, two of which test only the Pure content and the
third is split equally between Statistics and Mechanics.

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics.

What our students say:
“I love finding solutions to mathematical problems. There is something really satisfying about starting
a complex question and thinking your way through all the difficulties to get to an accurate solution.”

20

FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Exam Board: EDEXCEL Head of Department: Mr K O’Sullivan
Introduction

This subject is an extension of the A level Mathematics course. It does introduce new topics such as
complex numbers, decision maths, series and matrix algebra to mention a few. It provides more
stimulating challenges for those students who particularly enjoy working with Mathematics.

Career Options
We would recommend that
students take Further
Mathematics at A level if they
intend taking a Mathematics
degree.

Euler 1748
For more details please do not hesitate
to ask members of the Mathematics Department.

Subject Combinations:
Further Mathematics is the only A
level subject studied at Further
level, which gives it a unique
depth of study. For this reason it
is widely admired as part of any
programme. It is often best taken
as part of a four A level
programme to maintain breadth
of study.

Assessment
At the end of Year 13, four 1½ hour exam papers. Three papers will test the Pure element of the course
and the fourth will test the Decision Mathematics content.

Entry Requirements: Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics.

What our students say:
“It is challenging, which is what I like about it, and I really love being stretched academically. I enjoy
learning about fascinating new topics and seeing how many different areas of maths ultimately are
related to each other. No other subject has a ‘further’ qualification allowing you to go deeper into a
subject you really like.”
“Complex numbers… an entire branch of Maths based on a number which doesn’t exist!”
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES: FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH
Exam Board: AQA
Heads of Department: Miss A Leroux,
Mrs C Parkin, Ms L Craven,
Introduction
The A level syllabus develops the skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing as well as introducing
students to the literature and media of the country. The course is topic based with topics covered ranging
from youth culture, family, cultural aspects of the country, media, equality, migration, to key historical
events and other cultural issues, and many more. A work of literature and a film are also studied during
the course. Students have access to specific software, plus the Internet in school, as well as texts to listen
to and read at home or at school.
The Exchanges and trips offer a marvellous opportunity to spend a week abroad to develop the language,
experience the culture and form long-term links with the country.
Career Options
A language qualification at A level gives applicants an edge at
job and university interviews, especially with more
companies working more closely with international partners
and trading globally. At university a language can be studied
on its own or as part of a joint course with, for example,
Business, Economics or Science. 5 years after leaving
university, Language students are employed more than
others studying a non-vocational degree. Translator,
interpreter or teacher are obvious career choices, but some
less thought off paths include broadcast journalist,
detective, diplomatic service officer, English as a foreign
language teacher, international aid/development worker,
marketing executive, sales executive, tour manager and
many more.
Subject Combinations:
Modern Foreign Language study is widely respected by all, and hence it is useful in any programme.
It specifically relates well to English, Business, History, but also to any other subject, for Primary or
Secondary Education and alongside Science subjects to show a range of skills.
Assessment:
The four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing encountered at GCSE are developed further at
A level by means of a topic-based approach. The speaking consists of a topic-based discussion, as well as
an independent research project of the student’s choice. The writing involves translation into and from
English, comprehension of texts, and essays on the two works studied during the course.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above GCSE in the appropriate language.
What our students say:
“If you enjoy exploring new cultures and how people communicate with each other, then Spanish is for
you. The A level focuses on the issues of importance to the lives of young people.”
“I recommend French A level if you like lessons with lots of discussion; you learn about such an extensive
range of issues in addition to the language, such as racism and integration. Best of all you have the
opportunity to go on a language exchange – this gave some of the best memories of my school life.”
“I have always loved German and A-Level has deepened my understanding of both the language and
culture…”
“I took part in the exchange also, which was exciting. Speaking German for a whole week was thrilling”.
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MUSIC
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Miss J Pendlebury

Introduction

Music is an excellent A level choice. As a rigorous and academic A level, with a clear focus on practical and
creative work, it allows for the exploration of a variety of topics and skills. A Level Music provides students
with the opportunity to develop and demonstrate powers of analysis, interpretation, creativity, aural
perception, performance skills, critical thinking and verbal and written expression. It equips students with
the generic skills required for any university course but in addition to this, it fosters a lifelong passion for
the subject!
Career Options
There are many career opportunities for those with an A level in Music including:












Performer
Music Producer
Composer
Radio
Sound designer
Sound Engineer
Events Manager
Music Journalist/Blogger
Music Therapy
Instrumental
repair/maker
Arts administrator













Music Publishing
Music Librarian
Orchestral Manager
Teaching
Musicologist
Promoter
Sound editor (Film)
Sound editor (T.V)
Plugger
Music Editor
Music supervisor/
Synchronisation agent





Music Theatre Coach
Music Research (Film/TV)
Music Retail
Session Musician

Subject Combinations:
Music combines well with other creative subjects but also makes a very effective addition to a
humanities or maths/science based programme. Its highly academic nature and broad skills base make
Music a very well-respected and desirable A level.
Assessment
 Appraising Music (40%) - Pupils will study a variety of musical styles and undertake an exam
including listening, analysis and essay based questions.
 Performing (35%) - Students will perform a selection of piece lasting a minimum of 10 minutes.
 Composition and Compositional Techniques (25%) - Students will complete two Bach Chorale
exercises and write a free composition lasting a combined minimum duration of 4 1/2 minutes.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above GCSE in Music and Grade 5 on any instrument or voice.
Other requirements: Grade 5 Theory is compulsory and those students who do not have it must attend
theory classes until it is obtained. Attendance at Upper School Choir and other relevant ensembles is also
required.
What our students say:
“I love going to my music lessons, it is so different from everything else I study. I am in a small class.
There’s so much support and at St Mary’s we get to know each other really well. It feels like family!”
“I loved A level music. It gave me the opportunity to study a wide variety of musical styles. I adored the
composition elements and it was amazing to hear my choral work performed live. Music at St. Mary’s
gave me the passion and skills I needed to embark upon a music degree.”
“It’s so good. It’s by far the best A level I take and there a so many opportunities offered by the Music
Department. This year I’ve performed in seven concerts, been on TV and taken part in a tour to Salzburg.
When I started my A Levels I wanted to study maths at university but I have enjoyed music so much that
I am taking a music degree at Sheffield university next year. It has changed my life.”
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Exam Board: OCR
Head of Department: Mr M McKee
Introduction
A level








Applied Anatomy and Physiology
Exercise Physiology
Biomechanics, including technology in sport skills acquisition
Performance or coaching
Evaluation of Performance for improvement (EAPI)
Sport Psychology
Sport and Society

Career Options
This is useful for those wanting to teach or go into the sports
industry, including personal training, running and fitness
centres etc. It is also useful for your general understanding
and enjoyment of life. Students often go into areas such as
Travel and Tourism, Nutrition, Physiotherapy, Performance
Analysis, Journalism and Broadcasting, Outdoor and Adventure
Leadership, Marketing or Health Promotion.
Subject Combinations:
Students often combine this course with a science,
particularly Biology but it works well with Psychology,
Business Studies and Maths. Others use it as a complete
contrast to bring variety to their week.
Assessment
A Level:
2hr written paper – physiological factors affecting performance (30%)
1hr written paper – psychological factors affecting performance (20%)
1hr written paper – social-cultural themes in PE (20%)
Non exam assessment in Performance and PE (30%)
You must participate in at least one practical activity and take part fully every Wednesday afternoon in
core PE
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above GCSE in Physical Education. Also to have performed in a
competitive sports activity.
What our students say:
“You need to be determined and hard working in this subject. A passion for sport is essential and it will
drive you to get the best results. I really enjoy the subject and it gives me the opportunity to be a positive,
smart role model for younger years”.
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PHYSICS
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Mr D Greenslade

Introduction Physics is the study of the physical world, attempting to explain how it behaves. It is also a science
which has a certain logical, sometimes mathematical, approach to problems. Physics is enlightening and rewards
hard work. We will look a fascinating and wide range of ideas from subatomic particles to stars and galaxies. The
areas that form the basis of topics at A level include:
Particle physics, Electricity, Magnetism, Waves, Light, Forces, Energy, Radioactivity and Space
It is obvious, at GCSE, that calculations play an important role in Physics. To be successful at Physics students must
be comfortable with calculations. The maths required in Year 12 is not new maths, just the standard procedures
done at GCSE. Small amounts of new mathematical ideas are required in Year 13 level but these are taught as part
of the course. It is not essential that students also study A level Maths and several of our best students have not
done so. Students must however, be competent mathematicians. A student wishing to do a degree in Physics or
Engineering will usually need to have studied Maths to A level.
The specification studied is AQA: A-Level Physics (7408).

Career Options
Physics is a very well respected A-level. It develops
skill and critical thought, and so applies to many
areas. The career prospects that follow from Physics
very varied and depend largely on the combination
followed at A level and subsequent study.









analytical
career
A-level are
of subjects

Physics itself directly relates to all branches of
engineering
(aeronautical, mechanical, sound, electrical,
control
systems, civil etc.),
It is also relevant to medicine, many branches
of which rely
on Physics ideas (imaging such as X-ray, PET
and
ultrasound,
prosthetics,
radiotherapy,
optometry –
most hospitals have a Medical Physics
department),
Semiconductors and electronics, geology, metallurgy and nuclear work all directly apply to Physics,
Physics research is linked to areas like astronomy, particle physics, lasers, communications and the behaviour of
solids in magnetic fields, at the extremes of temperature and pressure, and their electrical properties,
Architecture,
The study of the weather and climate.

The study of Physics trains students to have an analytical way of looking and dealing with facts that is often valued
in many other situations not directly relevant to Physics like finance.

For further information on careers and Physics in general go to:- http://www.physics.org/
Subject Combinations:
Physics combines especially well with Mathematics (and Further Mathematics). It combines well with
other sciences, but also with Design and Art based subjects for branches of Engineering and
Architecture.
Assessment:
A level physics is assessed over 3 papers taken at the end of Year 13. Your practical skills are also endorsed
over the 2 year course.
Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above in GCSE Physics (Triple Science) or grade 6-6 or above in GCSE
Combined Science.
Other requirements: All applicants must also achieve at least grade 5 in Mathematics but it is
recommended that a student should have at least grade 6 to be confident that they can access the
course fully.
What the students say: “Physics is about the stuff of life! It is fascinating and essential, whether you
are contemplating the movement of stars and planets, or understanding the inner workings of
subatomic particles.”
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PSYCHOLOGY
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Mrs J Abberley

Introduction
The Psychology syllabus provides an introduction to the main approaches in psychology. In Year 1,
students will look at topics including cognitive psychology (how we process and organise information
from the world around us through our senses), social influence (how the presence, real or implied, of
others influences the behaviour of both groups and individuals) biopsychology, the development of
attachment, mental illness and psychopathology, and research methodology, including practical
research.
In Year 2, we look at applied psychology in areas such as relationships, mental illness, and criminal
behaviour.
Essays and report writing are key features of the course, as are the use of statistical methods and
interpretation of results.
Career Options
Subject Combinations
Psychology can be studied to
Psychology is a science and it
degree level at university,
therefore combines well with
although 'A' level psychology is
other sciences, but it links very
suitable for students wishing to
well to the worlds of business
pursue a variety of degrees.
and medicine so it combines
well with Business Studies,
Students wishing to study
Biology, Chemistry, Geography
psychology at degree level
and Design Technology.
should note the requirements
of individual universities, as
Our students have studied
these may vary considerably.
psychology alongside a wide
Opportunities are varied and a
range of other A levels,
qualification in psychology is
including English, History,
relevant to many careers, including allied health professions, Maths, Science, Languages and
education, human resources, law, social work, probation services, Art.
police and public services, advertising and media.
Assessment:
There are three examinations taken at the end of Year 2:
 Paper 1 Introductory Topics in Psychology (2 hours; 33.3% of A level)
 Paper 2 Psychology in Context (2 hours; 33.3% of A level)
 Paper 3 Issues and Options in Psychology (2hours; 33.3% of A level)
Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or above in GCSE Biology or Science and Additional Science. In addition
at least Grade 4 in Mathematics and English will be required.
What our students say:
“This is my best lesson of the week for me. How can anyone fail to be interested in how people and
society work? The studies which lead to our modern understanding of human behaviour are absorbing.
Well taught and very enjoyable.”
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Exam Board: EQUQAS

Head of Department: Mrs C Thurlow

Introduction
Religious Studies is a superb A level which will challenge you to think, talk and debate about things in a
completely new way. It is the study of religion, its origins, its impact on belief, society and life today and
the responses different people have had to it, both religious and non-religious. Religious Studies can be
studied by anyone wishing to expand their knowledge and understanding in, and also those who are
searching for answers to, questions about the meaning and purpose of life and how we should live. It is
especially relevant to those who may be interested in studying Law, Medicine, Theology, Religious
Studies, Bible Studies, Philosophy, Politics or Psychology at university.
The Philosophy units include, arguments about the existence of God; the problem of evil; the relationship
between Religion and Science; religious experience and life after death. The Ethics units include, Ethical
theories, both religious and non-religious, which are then applied to ethical issues such as ideas of right
and wrong; freedom and determinism; virtue, relationships and sexuality. The Christianity unit looks at
the nature of God, the Reformation and Early Church and developments in religious thought.
Career Options
Subject Combinations:
Religious Studies is relevant to
many careers since the course will
enable pupils to develop the key
skills of research, problem solving,
empathy,
critical
analysis,
interpretation and evaluation and
has a high standing as a rigorous
academic A level on equal terms
with other A level subjects as an
entrance requirement to University.
Universities place a high value on
Religious Studies and students who
have studied Philosophy and Ethics
have indicated that they had a clear
advantage at interviews often being
Able to give good answers to
Awkward questions.

Religious Studies combines well
with Humanity Subjects such as
Geography and History but links
well too with Sciences through its
study of Ethics and Philosophy. It
also has a lot in common with
English Literature.

Entry Requirements: Grade 6 or above GCSE in Religious Studies.
Other requirements: A good pass (5 or above) in English Language and/or English Literature and/or
History is also desirable. Students entering the Sixth Form from other schools will be considered on merit
with respect to their other GCSE results if they have not studied Religions Studies for GCSE.
What our students say:
“This subject helps me to think at a really deep level. My teachers are very knowledgeable and
interested in their subject area, which is really motivating for us. Both sides of the course look at big
ideas and how they relate to each other.”
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SOCIOLOGY
Exam Board: AQA

Head of Department: Miss R Calladine

Introduction
The Sociology syllabus offers an introduction to social and cultural issues, and encourages you to develop
a critical approach to issues around culture, identity, religion, crime, health, families, and social power.
In Year 1 you will look at the role of education in society. You will also learn the foundations of sociological
research, theoretical perspectives and study one of the following optional topics: culture and identity,
families and households, health, work, poverty and welfare.
In Year 2 you will increase your understanding of research methods. You will also study crime and
deviance, and an optional topic such as belief in society.
Career Options

Subject Combinations

Sociology can be studied to
degree level at university,
although A level sociology is
suitable for students wishing to
pursue a variety of degrees
including Business, Education,
Psychology, Law, Nursing, Social
Work and English.

Students who study Sociology
often take it alongside
Psychology, English, Philosophy
and Ethics, Business Studies or
Health and Social Care.

However, there is no limit to
the other subjects that you can
take alongside Sociology as the
Opportunities are varied and a
scope of the subject means
qualification in Sociology is
that it complements many
relevant to many careers, including allied health professions, other areas.
education, human resources, law, social work, probation services,
police and public services, advertising and media.
Assessment:
There are three examinations taken at the end of Year 2. Each exam is two hours long and is worth one
third of your A level grade.
Paper 2: Topics in Sociology

Paper 1: Education with Theory
and Methods
•
•
•
-

2 hour written exam
80 marks
33.3% of A level
Education (50 marks)
Methods in Context (20 marks)
Theory and Methods (10 marks)

•
•
•
-

2 hour written exam
80 marks
33.3% of A level
Extended writing (40 marks) Families
& Households
- Extended writing (40 marks) Beliefs
in Society

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with
Theory and Methods
•
•
•
-

2 hour written exam
80 marks
33.3% of A level
Crime and Deviance (50 marks)
Theory and Methods (30 marks)

Entry Requirements: Grade 5 or above in at least three GCSE subjects, preferably including English
and Religious Studies.
What students say:
“Sociology studies society and human behaviours and relationships. I love having Sociology as one of
my A levels because it truly is interesting and, most of all, it is important! It brings light to issues in the
world but brings forward some of the greatest achievements within society and gives them recognition
that they deserve, this enables us to embrace diversity and gives us an opportunity to improve aspects
of the human race.”
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GENERAL CORE RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Students who do not study the full A level in Religious Studies must follow a core RE course for one hour
per week. The programme will give students the opportunity to study fundamental questions such as,
why are we here? How should we behave? What are my beliefs? What happens to us when we die? How
do we decide right from wrong? Does God exist? How should I live my life? What is my role in Society?
The skills developed in Religious Studies could be particularly useful for careers in law, education, social
work, politics, medicine, administration or the media.
The Course will be delivered in 2 sections. In Year 12 the course will aim to develop an understanding of
different faith traditions their practices and how they react to key questions of life. It will also aim to
develop an understanding, and evaluate the demands, of commitment in everyday life by investigating
belief, faith and experience.
In Year 13 the course will aim to compare and contrast elements of different faith traditions and evaluate
the different responses to question of life. It will aim to critically discuss the demands of religious
commitment and analyse the relationship between faith and life.

WIDER SKILLS (WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON)
Students have the option of participating in Physical Education, MOOCS (supervised completion of supercurricular courses) or arranging their Work Experience.
Students who choose Physical Education have a number of different sports activities to choose from.
Extra-Curricular Activities
Sixth Form Sports Captains play a major role in the delivery of lower school practical and competitions.

1.
1.
1.
1.
1.
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Sixth Form students at St Mary's play a key role in the general life of the school and in the wider
community. They work closely with other pupils of all ages, supporting form teachers and heads of year
by offering their service and thereby fostering a sense of community in our school. By working hard, taking
on responsibilities and involving themselves in some of the many activities on offer, students can quickly
develop into more mature, caring and thoughtful young adults.
Listed below are some of the activities offered to Sixth Formers:
Sixth Form Retreat
Every year, all Year 12 students are offered the chance to take part in a one-week residential retreat. It is
a unique opportunity for young people to think about their lives, reassess their values and make priorities
for the future. The well-constructed programme examines issues of friendship, autonomy competence,
values, personal feelings and faith. It is extremely popular amongst Sixth Formers of all backgrounds and
those who attend invariably find the experience to be highly rewarding and enjoyable.
As an alternative to the retreat, students will be expected to engage in some form of relevant work
experience. The scope is very broad to accommodate the range of individual interests. The common aim
of the week is to opt into a particular programme that will offer a valuable experience.
Cultural Opportunities
Music - Sixth Formers are encouraged to join the
Concert Band, School Orchestra, Senior, Intermediate or
Junior Jazz Band, Festival Choir or Upper School Choir.
Drama - Productions are put on every other year. Visits
are arranged to professional theatres in Sheffield,
Derby, Stratford, Nottingham, Leeds and London.
Trips Abroad, Exchanges and Field Courses - In some
subjects for example Biology and Geography a field
course forms an essential part of the study and students
will be required to attend (see under subject headings).
Writing – We have a Sixth Form newspaper and a
creative writing club.
Students pursuing A levels in French, German or Spanish are encouraged to spend time in France,
Germany or Spain. Year 12 students are strongly recommended to take part in foreign language
exchanges/trips organised within school.
Please note that costs will be incurred in attending field courses, exchanges and trips. In addition your
son or daughter may wish to go on the retreat. It is important that students are careful not to take too
much time away from school and are conscious of the build-up of costs in opting for too many activities.
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Physical Education - Wednesday afternoons are set aside for PE, MOOCS or Work Experience. The Physical
Education Department offers a varied programme building on activities covered in KS3/4. Activities take
place mainly on site on the state-of-the-art all-weather pitch and multi-purpose Sports Hall.
Work Experience - It is Strongly encouraged and possible to arrange some form of unpaid work experience
as an alternative to PE or MOOCS on Wednesday afternoons. This has included work in local hospitals or
schools but the scope is very broad. It is essential that students complete meaningful work experience
at some point during the 2 years of Sixth Form. This may be a block placement during holiday time or
after school/weekends, however, the Wednesday afternoon provision is ideal for most of our students’
work experience provided the placement conforms with Derbyshire County Council Health & Safety
regulations.
Responsibility - Sixth Form students are encouraged to develop a sense of responsibility and autonomy.
All students will have the opportunity to join one of the many responsibility groups or societies. These are
concerned with the running of many aspects of the Sixth Form and aspects of the general life of the school.
The groups involve links with lower school forms, helping to run Chaplaincy events such as retreats, the
planning of community work, running cultural events, looking after the school environment, planning
social functions, setting up a Young Enterprise Company, running a quiz and much more besides.
Chaplaincy - As a Catholic School we expect all students to be both supportive of our Christian ethos and
open to the challenge this ethos may bring to them. In the Sixth Form we offer students the opportunity
to become members of the St Mary's Student Chaplaincy Team. This is a voluntary group which is
especially involved in; the planning and delivery of Retreats in Years 7 & 8; the planning, and delivery of
spiritual and religious support for the Year 9 excursion; co-ordination of charity events and fundraising.
Sport Captains and House Captains – These form a separate team of senior pupils. The role involves
organising house activities, generating house loyalty and generally working with pupils from all year
groups.
Young Enterprise - Pupils from any discipline have the opportunity to participate in the National Young
Enterprise Scheme which aims to provide a realistic insight into all aspects of running a business. This
entails the choice, design, production and sale of their own product, the financing of the company by a
share issue, the keeping of records and the handling of all management problems.
Engineering Education Project - Students of mathematics and/or physics may wish to be considered for a
place on the Engineering Education Council Scheme. A team is selected by interview to work with a local
company and the Engineering Council, to solve a real engineering problem.
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School Council - The School Council is an extremely important group of senior pupils. Members of the
Council, led by the Head Girl and Head Boy, have many key roles to play, including: representing the school
at all major events; fund raising for charity; acting as a link between staff and students and influencing the
decision making processes of the school. The Council is formed by selecting a small group of students of
particular merit. Council members will be individuals with a strong sense of responsibility, they will already
have the respect of staff and students and they will have the ability to take a leading role in the affairs of
the School.
Career Groups – We have a successful Law Society, Medical Society and Education Society for students
wishing to prepare for careers in these areas.
Cultural Groups – Students form groups to run the Sixth Form Newspaper, coordinate all aspects of the
bi-annual Drama Production, the Debating Society, Music Groups and the Politics Society.
Subject Interests – we have successful student groups meeting to extend and deepen interest in areas
such as Science, Mathematics, Economics, History, Drama, Languages and English.
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ADMISSION POLICY & PROCEDURE
FOR ENTRY INTO SIXTH FORM
Summary of Admissions Policy
All students must get a minimum of grade 9 to 4 passes at GCSE and meet the individual requirements
for at least three A level/BTEC subjects they wish to study in Sixth Form, as detailed in this prospectus
and on the website.
Year 11 St Mary’s Students
Deadline for Application, 2019, 2020 and 2021 Entry, by the last day before the Christmas holidays in 2018, 2019
and 2020.
St Mary’s will admit all Year 11 who submit, and have accepted, a fully complete Straw Poll Options form by the
deadline stated above, provided they meet in full all the GCSE academic entry requirements as set out in the
prospectus (see website/sixth form/prospectus). A second Options form will be completed during the Spring term.
External Applicants
Contact the Sixth Form Administrator in the first instance, on the school telephone number or by email:
6thform@stmaryschesterfield.org.uk
Applications accepted from/to:
September 2019 Entry First Monday of June 2018 to end of school day 23 November 2018
September 2020 Entry First Monday of June 2019 to end of school day 22 November 2019
September 2021 Entry First Monday of June 2020 to end of school day 20 November 2020.
St Mary’s welcomes hard working and reliable external applicants to its Sixth Form. All successful applicants would
have to meet in full all the GCSE academic entry requirements as set out in the prospectus (see website/sixth
form/prospectus).
We are proud of the fact that St Mary’s is a tolerant and inclusive school, with pupils from a wide range of
backgrounds and different faith traditions. External applicants add a great deal to the life of our school. They are
integrated very easily into our Sixth Form and, as a group, they thrive in our friendly, supportive, calm and
purposeful atmosphere. We run a special scheme which operates throughout the Spring and Summer terms of Year
11 at St Mary’s. This scheme is designed specifically to integrate new students. External students who enter St
Mary’s Sixth Form tell us that this scheme is very successful and they often volunteer to help us run it for the next
year’s external applicants.
St Mary’s will give places to around 50 external applicants to Sixth Form.
Students who are interested in joining St Mary’s Sixth Form should initially contact the Sixth Form Administrator,
on 01246 201191 extension 2014 or email mhogan@stmaryschesterfield.org.uk . You (and your parents) will then
be invited to the next available open evening. These evenings which occur over the application period from July of
Year 10 through to November of Year 11, will include tours of the school, question and answer sessions and
presentations from existing students. The visit forms no part of the application procedure; it is purely for
information to potential applicants and their parents.
Any student then wishing to make an application should do so by the final deadline given above.
All external applicants will be informed if they have gained a conditional place in St Mary’s Sixth Form by the last
day before the Christmas holidays (conditional on gaining the GCSE entry requirements). In the case of there
being more applications than available places, St Mary’s will use its oversubscription criteria to decide who gains
an offer.
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Oversubscription Criteria for External Applicants
Applications are welcome from students from a wide variety of backgrounds who are committed to
joining a school with St Mary’s ethos, but if oversubscribed, priority will be given in the following order
to students who meet our entry requirements.
Looked after children, or children who were previously looked-after.
Baptised Catholic students who are currently studying in Hallam or Nottinghamshire diocese schools.
Baptised Catholic students who are studying in other Catholic Schools
Students of other faiths who are currently studying in Catholic Schools
Other committed students who are looking to join St Mary’s as a faith-based sixth form. In the case of
two or more students with equally strong applications, shortest direct distance, door-to-door, as-thecrow-flies would be used as a decider.
Appeals
Appeals can be made in the first instance by writing to the Headteacher. Subsequent appeals can be made
to the Chair of Governors at the school address.
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GENERAL EXPECTATIONS
Attendance - We consider it important that Sixth Form students are present for the whole of the teaching
week. Advance notification of absence is required wherever possible and, following a return from illness,
students would be expected to present Form Tutors with a note from parents giving as much detail as
possible. Students are asked not to leave the school premises without permission from a Sixth Form Tutor,
except at lunchtime. We ask that appointments with doctor/dentist are to be made outside school times,
or failing that, during non-teaching periods. Please arrange driving lessons outside of school times.
Academic Standards - Students have a timetable which includes self-directed study periods. This time is
used most profitably in the library or the study areas. Progress reports are sent to parents at the end of
each term except in the case of students offered a conditional place, where more frequent reports will be
given. There is a parents' evening once a year. We are always happy to talk to parents about progress,
level of achievement or concerns – please ring to talk to us directly or to make an appointment.

WORK LOAD – WORK PATTERN
Typically, we would expect students to have 5 - 6 hours of homework per subject per week. For a student
taking three A levels/BTECs this is 15 - 18 hours per week. If this homework is completed over six ‘sessions’
during the week, you should expect to be studying for 2½ - 3 hours at each of these sessions.
Example
A good pattern used by many successful students following 3 A level programmes is to study for 2½ - 3
hours on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings followed by two more sessions at the
weekend (perhaps Sunday afternoon and evening). Students studying a fourth academic subject will have
a greater work load than this. Students who do less than this will inevitably seriously underachieve.
Unfortunately, it can take a few months for the effect of too little work to show and by then it is very
difficult to repair. It is essential therefore, that students get into a sensible pattern from the very
beginning.
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ENTRY IN TO YEAR 13
We would only allow students who are judged to be making sufficient progress by the relevant Head of
Departments to continue to Year 13 following Year 12 exams. If it is advised by the Head of Departments
and the Assistant Headteacher responsible for Sixth Form that a student cannot continue, a student will
have to seek an alternative to continuing their studies at St Mary’s Catholic High School. In some cases a
programme change may be possible in order for a student to continue in the Sixth Form.
If a student is on conditional entry the Assistant Headteacher responsible for Sixth Form will review this
at the end of Year 12 to decide progression to Year 13.
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APPEARANCE
As for the rest of the school, a high standard of dress and general appearance is expected for the Sixth
Formers. The uniform list is as follows. Words and phrases in italics indicate areas where students will have to accept staff judgement.
GIRLS
Skirt

ITEM
Navy blue, knee length, box pleat skirt purchased from Monkhouse.

Shoes

Plain black, sensible shoes.
Flat or with a small heel.

Tights

Navy or flesh coloured.

Shirt
Tie

Plain, white, formal school shirt (long or short sleeve).
Sixth Form Tie.

Blazer

Standard, navy blue school blazer with school badge sewn to top
pocket.
Navy blue, long sleeve, V-neck pullover.
Smart, navy or black formal coat.

Pullover
Coat
Hats and Gloves
Jewellery

Hair

Navy blue/black and in keeping with school uniform.
A small amount of discrete jewellery allowed. Stud or ring anywhere
else but ear lobes not allowed.
Subtle make up allowed. No false eyelashes or lash extensions.
Natural nail coloured varnish only allowed.
Hair should look smart and professional with no extremes in styling.

Badges
Bags
Mobile phones

Responsibility group or charity badges only.
Predominantly blue or black and in keeping with the school uniform.
Not permitted for these to be seen in main school areas.

PE Kit

St Mary’s royal blue polo t-shirt, black shorts, school sweatshirt

Make-up

BOYS
Trousers

ITEMS
Smart, formal black or dark grey school trousers.

Shoes

Plain black, sensible shoes.

Socks
Shirt
Tie

Plain grey, navy or black.
Plain, white, formal school shirt (long or short sleeve).
Sixth Form Tie.

Blazer
Pullover
Coat

Standard, navy blue school blazer with school badge sewn to top
pocket.
Navy blue, long sleeve, V-neck pullover
Smart, navy or black formal coat

Hats and Gloves
Jewellery
Hair

Navy blue/black and in keeping with school uniform.
No facial jewellery (studs or rings) allowed.
Hair should look smart and professional with no extremes in styling

Badges
Bags
Mobile phones

Responsibility group or charity badges only.
Predominantly blue or black and in keeping with the school uniform.
Not permitted for these to be seen in main school areas.

PE Kit

St Mary’s royal blue polo t-shirt, black shorts, school sweatshirt

NOTES
Worn no higher than just above the knee (1 inch
maximum)
No suede or canvas shoes.
No open toed sandals or sling back shoes. No extremely
thick sole. No logos. Sharply pointed heels not allowed.
Big heels (inside measurement over 3cm) not allowed.
In warmer months girls may choose not to wear tights
and can wear white ankle socks instead.
Must be tucked into skirt. Must not be over fitted.
Must be fully up to the neck with shirt top button
fastened.

Not a compulsory item of uniform.
Not a compulsory item of uniform. Must be no shorter
than the blazer.
Earrings: only one small earring per ear; these to be
worn in the earlobe.
Heavy use of make-up not allowed.
No coloured nail varnish.
Subtly enhanced natural colour tolerated but significant
colour changes not allowed.
Bright or over-patterned school bags not allowed.
Allowed in exclusively sixth form areas. Must be
switched off in lessons and around school.
Any other kit appropriate to the activity.
NOTES
No canvass, denim or corduroy. No tight or low skinny
trousers.
No suede, canvas or cotton. No extremely thick soles.
No logos. Desert shoe/boot styles are unacceptable.
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Must be tucked into trousers.
Must be fully up to the neck with shirt top button
fastened.

Not a compulsory item of uniform.
Not a compulsory item of uniform. Must be no shorter
than the blazer.

Subtly enhanced natural colour tolerated but significant
colour changes not allowed.
Bright or over-patterned school bags not allowed.
Allowed in exclusively sixth form areas. Must be
switched off in lessons and around school.
Any other kit appropriate to the activity.

Uniform may be ordered from: http://www.monkhouse.com
PE KIT – St Mary’s royal blue polo t-shirt and black shorts, school sweatshirt and any other kit appropriate
to the activity.
General - The wearing of jewellery is not, in general, encouraged. Girls may wear one pair of sleepers or
studs and rings provided that they are discrete, worn only in the ear lobes and in keeping with the school
uniform.
Hair must be tidy. No extremes of hair style or change of hair colour would be acceptable.
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STUDY AND OTHER FACILITIES
St Mary’s has superb study facilities for Sixth Form. Students have two large dedicated study areas and
several other available areas.
We are proud to offer a large study area with an adjacent, dedicated Sixth Form café, open all day every
day, offering an excellent range of drinks, snacks and full meals.
In addition, we have a large quiet area for individual, focussed study. This area is also equipped with
computers available only for Sixth Form students.
The school has comprehensive IT facilities and wifi is available in sixth form areas. Sixth formers have free
use of the internet and intranet and their own e-mail addresses for use internally or externally.

BEYOND ST MARY’S SIXTH FORM


Careers advice and general guidance is available to you throughout your stay in the Sixth Form.



Pastoral staff and tutors are at hand at all times to offer advice and prompt you at important times
in the school year.



Advice is given in assemblies on career choice and university application. Outside speakers are
brought in to offer particular advice.



A great deal of individual support is given for university application from tutors, careers teachers
and pastoral staff.



Special events, conferences on universities, professions and other careers are regularly advertised.



Our school has a large collection of leaflets, specialist newspapers, prospectuses and computer
information in our well-stocked library which is open to Sixth Formers throughout the school day.

Oxbridge and High demand universities/courses
St Mary’s school is very well experienced in preparing students for any high demand university or course,
including Oxford and Cambridge. We have well-established links with Oxbridge representatives and
Sheffield University Discover Schemes such as SOAMS, Discover Law, Discover STEM etc. In addition we
offer expert mentoring for these ambitious courses and we are the hub school locally for Oxbridge
interview preparation.
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A Level Results Analysis Year: 2018
Departmental
Subject
Art & Design
Biology
Business
Chemistry
DT
Economics
English Lang
English Lit
French
Geography
German
History
ICT
Mathematics
Maths Further
Music
PE
Physics
Psychology
Spanish
Textiles
Theology
Theatre Studies
Extended P

A* - B%
2018
100
57.1
60.7
67.8
n/a
71.4
52.4
42.4
60.0
53.8
85.7
79.2
n/a
73.2
71.4
100
20.0
58.3
6.7
70.0
50.0
36.8
100
60.0

Pass level
2018
100
100
100
98.3
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
98.6
100
100
100
97.2
100
100
100
100
100
100

DESTINATIONS SUMMARY 2018
Higher Education/University
in 2019
in 2019

Direct in 2018
After Gap Year
After Year 14
After Art Foundation

Apprenticeship/Employment
Further Education (not Art Foundation)

92%

0%

0%
7%
1%

DESTINATIONS SUMMARY of Y14 in 2018
University
Apprenticeship

86%
6%

90%
10%
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St Mary's Catholic High School, Newbold Road, Upper Newbold, Chesterfield,
S41 8AG
Tel: 01246 201191 Web: www.st-maryshigh.derbyshire.sch.uk
Email: 6thform@stmaryschesterfield.org.uk
@Vivastmarys
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